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The Government of Mexico (GOM) has continued granting environmental testing permits to developers 

of genetically modified corn and other crops (see 2010 GAIN Report MX0044).  Mexico has not 

granted permission for pilot testing of genetically modified corn.  Environmental testing requests 

continue receiving approval, albeit for restricted acreage, as in previous years. 
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General Information:  
  

  

  

Biotechnology Policy:  

  

On December 21, 2010, the Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and 

Food’s (SAGARPA) National Service of Health, Food Safety, and Food Quality (SENASICA) 

published updated information on the status of 2009 and 2010 requests for experimental as well as pilot 

testing of genetically modified corn.  The publication indicated that 35.7 hectares of experimental 

planting of genetically modified corn were approved during the February 23 through June 28, 2010, 

period.  Permission was given for 29 applications for a number of different genetic events across the 

Mexican states of Tamaulipas, Nayarit, Sonora, and Sinaloa.  Three requests for pilot testing in 2010 

were denied according to the recently released information.  SENASICA reported that 44 applications 

for both experimental (38) and pilot (6) testing submitted during the period of July 8 through December 

16, 2010, were undergoing risk analysis evaluation and a decision on whether to approve these requests 

remains to be determined.  Once the GOM has made a decision on these outstanding requests, 

government sources report the decision will be published on the SENASICA web site.  The GOM 

continues permitting only a fraction of the requested area for planting.  Of the 29 approved applications 

last year, the requested area amounted to 1221.2 hectares but only 35.7 hectares received permits.  

Sources indicate that the area requested was reduced because the amount granted was viewed as being 

more appropriate for the environmental testing requirements. 
  

Information from SAGARPA SENASICA on 2010 and 2009 requests and approval for environmental 

and pilot testing of biotech corn follows in the accompanying tables. 
  

Table 1: Mexico: 2010 Applications for Environmental and Pilot Testing of Biotech Corn 

http://www.senasica.gob.mx/?id=2220


Sour

ce: SENASICA 

  

Table 2: Mexico: 2010 Applications for Environmental and Pilot Testing of Biotech Corn (continued) 

Sour

ce: SENASICA 

  

Table 3: Mexico: 2009 Applications for Environmental Testing of Biotech Corn 



Source

: SENASICA 

  

  

 
                     

  

 


